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THE LANCET.

LONDON: SATURDAY, APRIL 21, 1860.

THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND GENERAL PRACTITIONER8.

THE exceedingly grateful duty devolves upon us this week
of publishing the first portion of a short Series of Lectures
from the pen of the celebrated Dr. BROWN SQUARD, 11 own

the Diagnosis and Treatment of the Principal Forms of Para-
lysis of the Lower Extremities." With regard to a know-
ledge of the physiology of the nervous system, Dr. BROWN-
SAQUAIRD has attained a position which is altogether unrivalled.
The pathology and therapeutics of the nervous system, con-
sidered by such an authority, cannot fail to attract the uni-

versal attention of the profession.

THE isolated and anomalous position of the London College
of Physicians, as regards the practice of Medicine in this coun-

try, appears at length to have engaged the earnest delibera-
tions of that venerable body. Holding a Charter which dates
from the reign of HENRY VIII., it now occurs to them that the
time has arrived to discuss the question, whether they have
done their duty to the public in nursing with jealous care the
powers entrusted to them, for the simple perpetuation of a
small body of pure physicians, abandoning as beneath their
notice the control of the qualifications of the general practi-
tioner. Was that the object intended by the Charter? Was it

considered worth while to institute a corporation, with exten-
sive authority over the practice of Medicine, just for the pure
pose of maintaining a small medical aristocracy, sometimes
numbering five or six hundred members or less? Could a few

hundred men minister to the medical wants of the population ?
And if not, what was to become of the population ? For cen-

turies the College cared not. It stood aloof. The acquisition
of medical knowledge by those who were to practise the healing
art was left to accident. The apothecary of the last century,
with his bolus, lancet, and glyster-pipe, represented the medi-
cal science, to which was abandoned the health of the mass of
the community. Even when the College of Surgeons assumed
the charge of examining and certifying as to the fitness to prac.
tise Surgery, the College of Physicians still slumbered on, im- ’’

passive as the gilt pill that surmounted the dome in Warwick-
lane. Nor was it even disturbed by the crisis of 1815. The

progress of medical science and the advanced intelligence of
the time imperatively demanded a large extension of the

supply of well-educated practitioners of Medicine. The duty
of meeting this demand was urgently forced upon the College.
The College wrapped itself up in its dignity, and lost a great
opportunity. The task, thus abandoned, was taken up by a
trading company. Medicine received by this connexion a blow
which has deeply injured it in its public relations; and the

College lost all the influence and prestige which it might have
enjoyed in the profession had it undertaken the charge of

conducting the examinations in Medicine.
The College of Surgeons, confining itself to Anatomy and

Surgery, issued diplomas qualifying the general practitioner
to practise Surgery. But this at best implied only a half-
qualification. Who was to supply the other half? The com-

mon sense of the public would not be satisfied with less than
a full qualification. The surgeon was therefore driven to seek

his licence to practise Medicine at the same establishment

where he purchased his drugs, or to practise Medicine upon
the strength of his surgical diploma. In the event of his

adopting the latter alternative, he has had to resign his claim
to those public appointments for which a double qualification
is required. Many have chosen this course. Many have re-
sorted to a variety of expedients in order to supply a real or
colourable substitute or mask for the degrading Apothecaries’
licence. Some take degrees in Scotland; some purchase them
abroad; and for the last year there has been a continuous
stream of surgeons and apothecaries rushing over the border,
each with ten guineas in his pocket plus his travelling expenses,
eager to secure the licence considerately offered to him by the
Edinburgh College of Physicians. Men of business, the shrewd
and the simple of the community, witness this extraordinary
flight in pursuit of Scotch parchment, and wonder what it all
means. Is that, they exclaim, the way in which doctors are
made! Why do men thus turn their backs upon the place
where they studied and where they are known, to seek where
they are not known for a document which informs all men
that the holder is a fit person to be trusted as a physician ?
Cannot they get diplomas in London? These are the ques.
tions that naturally arise. That such questions should arise is
evidence enough that there is something wrong in the medical

polity of England. We see a large body of gentlemen, many
deservedly distinguished by their professional acquirements,
placed by the defect of our system in a position so false that
they feel it necessary to resort to expedients which cannot fail
to excite surprise, if not suspicion, in the public mind.
We do not think the London College would do well to imi-

tate this part of the example set by its sister in Edinburgh.
But there can be no valid reason why it should not take up
that position in relation to Medicine which the College of Sur-
geons holds in relation to Surgery. The arguments against
this course seem to us feeble and prejudiced in the extreme.
If, it is said, the College examine and license men to practise
Medicine, these men will be styled and registered as Licen.
tiates of the Royal College of Physicians; and the public will
confound them with the class of pure physicians who go
through a higher general and professional education, occupy
the position of teachers and hospital physicians, and who prac-
tise in a different manner. Now this argument can mean

nothing else than that the dignity and monopoly of the order
of physicians, as at present constituted/are in danger of being
invaded. Is this true ? Is -the public really so undiscerning ?
If a consulting-surgeon is wanted, is it usual to send to the

suburbs of London for a gentleman of local celebrity keeping
an open surgery ? Yet he may have the same diploma as
Sir BENJAMIN BRODIE. But the public is not led astray by
that circumstance. Nor is the case different when a physician
is wanted. It does not so much matter whether a physician be
a Fellow or a Member of the College. It is enough if he is
known to practise as a physician, and is able to maintain his
claim to superior confidence by giving proof of greater scientific
and professional acquirements. If he cannot hold his ground
by this tenure, it is vain, it is unjust, to endeavour to preserve
for him an exclusive privilege by arbitrary corporate enact-
ments.

The only aristocracy, the only privileged class, which the
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profession or the public will tolerate is an aristocracy of talent.
If the College seek to maintain a higher order of physicians, it
must take care to elect to the Fellowship none but men who
have earned a fair reputation, and to disregard mere conven-
tional respectability. A College so constituted need not fear
association with the general practitioners. On the contrary,
by placing itself at the head of the medical profession of Eng,
land, it would grow in influence and authority, and raise the
status of the practitioners of medicine, without impairing its
own; it will cease to be a Club of Physicians, and become
truly a College of Medicine. The most powerful engine for
stimulating and guiding the progress of medical education is
undoubtedly the power of examining and licensing candidates
for practice. What the Examining Board requires, that will
the Schools provide. Grievous and irreparable will be the

error, if the College of Physicians continue blind to its mission,
and surrender the noble privilege of directing the medical
education of the practitioners of England.

Since the foregoing remarks were written, we are happy to
find that at a full meeting of the Fellows of the Royal College
of Physicians it was resolved, after ample discussion and by an

overwhelming majority, to make the requisite arrangements
for extending the licence to general practitioners. We shall

again refer to this interesting subject at an early opportunity.

A FORTNIG]AT back we drew attention to a General Order, If
recently issued by the Commander-in-Chief in India, which
contained a censure, or at least an implied censure, upon one
or more superintending surgeons. We pointed out, however,
that in the East the justice of the rebuke was by a large
party denied; and it was asserted that, from "a mere

accident," advantage had been ungenerously taken to cast a

stigma upon medical officers of long service and high standing,
and, indeed, to bring into disparagement the whole Medical
Department of the Army. Considering that the implied censure
in the General Order might be undeservedly injurious to the
interests of the medical service of India, occurring as it does at
a time when the question of the reorganization of the Indian
army is under discussion in Parliament, we have sought further
information as to the truth of this unfortunate matter. We

are bound in fairness to the medical officers to say, that the

more it is inquired into, the more unjust does it appear in

respect to them, and the more does it present the character of
one of "the many kicks the doctor gets from the military
authorities." " We are assured, upon good foundation, that the

impression in Calcutta is, that the General Order was intended
for the public and the press to bite at, and thus to foster the
prestige of the combatant over the non-combatant officers.

Those who are best qualified to pronounce judgment upon the
subject admit that it is to be regretted that the Commander-
in-Chief, instead of publishing a hasty and ambiguous Order,
did not inquire more fully into the matter before yielding to
what appeared a tempting opportunity to tarnish the fame
of the non-combatants generally and the doctors in particular.
A more dignified procedure would have prevented a very
serious evil which the Order in question bids fair to bring
in its train. After this covert reproof, a superintending sur-
geon will not venture to use that check upon waste and extra-

vagance which we are assured is becoming more necessary
every day. We have an opportunity of placing before our

readers a statement of the consumption of quinine and cinchona
j bark during the last ten years in Bengal:-

These statistics, one would think, show no delicacy on the
part of the medical officers in prescribing certain drugs, nor
stinginess of the Government in supplying them. Yet a Cal-

cutta newspaper (the Ezzglishman of Dec. 24th, 1859,) speaks
of the ill-judged method of fulfilling "indents" which obtains
in England, and goes on to say that-
An application for a large quantity of drugs is received

with incredulity, and a quantity is prepared for despatch
according to some imaginary estimate of wants which the
medical authorities in London may think sufficient. It is not

improbable that the shortcoming of quinine noticed by Lord
Clyde is entirely owing to the authorities in England merely
sending out one-half or less of the amount indented for."
We answer, Look at the above figures, Mr. Englishman, and

then tell us what you think of England’s niggardliness to one
Indian Presidency quoad quinine and cinchona bark. If they
are not sufficient, we beg to add that, as respects the " home
indents," they have never been curtailed since Dr. HuME

was Examining Physician, and in answer to demands relative
to drugs at least Government has always been very liberal
The truth is, as we before observed, that, instead of parsimony,
there has been rather extravagance. This needed checking,
but the General Order has done that which will prevent
superintending surgeons from limiting the waste. We are

assured upon authority which can scarcely be in error, that

through carelessness somewhere, a very large amount of me-
dicine ii stolen, that one can always purchase Government
quinine in the bazaars up-country, and that there is great
pilfering of nitrate of silver and of iodide of potassium-drugs
in much demand by amateur photographers. As regimental sur-

geons are so jealous of any reductions in their " indents," much
of this wholesale theft passes unchecked by the higher autho.
rities.
We believe, then, that the statements of the Englishman,

which support the General Order, that it is the practice of the
officers in charge of the medical stores in the East to cut down
" indents" one-half or more without any good reason, and of
the authorities in England to act upon the same principle, to
contain just about as much truth as the implied assertion that
the superintending medical officer of the Gwalior district had

neglected his duty. However, we are glad to find that the
Supreme Government has taken up the matter, and that we

may now look for some official and authoritative settlement of

the dispute. Where there is any smoke there is without doubt

always some fire. There may be much of the former, and but
little of the latter, it is true; nevertheless, there it is, how-
ever minute. We before pointed out the diminutive flame
which, according to the Del7ti Gazette, has given rise to all
this hubbub. Further inquiry has proved to us the truth
of the assertion that the Commander-in-Chief was misin-



402

DEODORIZATION OF THE THAMES.-MEDICAL ANNOTATIONS.

formed as to the true state of the case in respect of two
of the corps; but that in the other corps, it would seem,-
and this is the flame of so much smoke,-the medical officer
did not send an " emergent indent" for quinine until he

had only one-and-a-half day’s supply in store; at least,
such is the version which appears to be based upon the best

authority. Now, we must so far agree with the spirit of the
General Order as to maintain that a rebuke is not undeserved

by any surgeon of a European corps who allows it to be a week,
or even a day, without quinine or cinchona. For even during
the height of the mutiny, when almost all communication was
cut off from Calcutta, the Apothecary-General (A. GRANT,
Esq.) often transmitted quinine by letter (dak), and any want
of that essential drug, at the present time, is surely inexcusable

considering the liberal way-judging from the above table-
in which it is given out by Government. We have chosen to

allude to the Apothecary-General by name, since we believe
that from the admirable arrangement he made there was no

scarcity of drugs during the two trying years of the mutiny,
although there was complete loss of the Cawnpore dep6t, and
partial destruction of the Sealkote one, and both medical store-
keepers killed.

In dismissing this rather painful and unpleasant subject, we
feel warranted in assuring our confreres in Bengal, that the in-

terests and honour of the local service cannot be here in better

hands than in those of Mr. RANALD MARTIN. The influential

position of this gentleman in the Councils and Commissions for
India will tend much towards final justice being done to the
Medical Department in our Eastern possessions. We know,
however, that at present there exists amongst the officers, both
of the Medical Service and of the Indian Army generally, a
pervading feeling of despondency that they are to be thrust
into the background. Yet all do not, we are glad to think,
participate in this impression, believing that their English
friends will be just and generous towards them in whatever

changes may be decided upon for the benefit of India, and for
the interests of the State.

DRS. MILLER, HOFMANN, and FpANKLAND have presented a

Report on the subject of the Deodorization of the Thames
to the Metropolitan Board of Works. They examine two
points. First, the last year’s experience of the use of lime
and chloride of lime. They think there can be no doubt that
the state of the river was decidedly improved by the means
then adopted. The temperature of the river was for a whole
month above the hottest point which it attained in the pre-
vious summer, the rainfall of the preceding autumn and winter
was decidedly deficient, and the quantity of sewerage matter
was greater than in former years; yet, according to the testi-
mony of many who made it their particular object to observe
this point, the offensive condition of the river was mitigated.
They report, secondly, on the necessity for the use of some

disinfecting agent. They think disinfectants ought to be used,
and that their application at the outfall of the sewers should
be commenced some weeks before the hot weather sets in.

They state that the lime and chloride of lime, when employed
last year, were the best and cheapest agents that could be
obtained on the emergency.
During the summer, experiments were made to determine

the value of perchloride of iron. These experiments pointed

out this agent as the one which, taking all circumstances into
consideration, is best adapted to operations of such magnitude.
They state distinctly that they believe the use of per-

chloride of iron will effectually arrest the putrefaction of the
matters daily contributed by the sewers, and go far towards

reducing the condition of the river to that in which it would
be if the sewerage products were for a time diverted; but they
do not anticipate that the use of the perchloride or any other
agent, in the only manner which is at present practicable, will
altogether prevent decomposition in the body of the water and
the mud already in the river.
To this we may add that in spite of the increased freshet-

supply, there is already evident so great an accumulation of
sewage-matter, which the down-scour is unable to remove from
the urban limits, that the early application of remedial mea-
sures is urgently demanded. It is, indeed, but sad evidence
of the wisdom of the Board of Works, or of Parliament,-
which is as much to blame in this matter,-that we must first
devise and construct enormous and costly works to throw
away that which might be applied with profit to our starving
pastures and arable lands, and then be compelled to expend
more money simply in order to mitigate the nuisance attending
this wretched scheme.

It appears to us that the application of disinfecting agents at
the outfalls of the main sewers, as contemplated, is an insuffi-
cient measure. It is above the outfalls, in the course of the

large sewers, that the decomposition of the sewage begins.
The application of chemical reagents ought to be instituted in
various parts of the periphery of the sewerage system. The

District Boards ought to work in harmony with the Metropo-
litan Board. The expenditure of a moderate sum in applying
lime or perchloride of iron to the main branch-sewers in dif-
ferent parts of the capital would have the twofold benefit of

mitigating the nuisance and danger arising from the escape of

noxious gases from gulleys, and of simplifying and aiding the
task to be accomplished of lessening the amount of offensive
matter discharged into the Thames.
I We want not only to purify the river, but also to purify the
streams of sewage as they flow under our feet and past our

dwellings. The two things may be done simultaneously, and,
to a great extent, at the same cost. The Metropolitan Board
ought, without a week’s delay, to put itself in communication
with the District Boards, and to organize a common scheme of
operations.

Medical Annotations.
"11e quid nimis."

THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS, AND SURGEONS
IN GENERAL PRACTICE.

THE Royal College of Physicians, by a decision of its
Fellows during the present week to grant licences to general
practitioners, has taken a very commendable step in advance
of the Royal College of Surgeons in point of liberality. This
resolution was carried by a very large majority in the largest
meeting of the College, perhaps, ever known. The im-
mediate effect of this new decision will be very greatly to
strengthen and extend the influence of that corporation. At

present, the constitution of the College of Physicians is more
liberal than that of the College of Surgeons, since the Fellows,
who decide on the more important questions, are by far more


